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ing a ten day camping trip, just prior to
admission, the dog bit the owner once a
day for seven of those ten days.
After further investigation, a diagnosis
of psychomotor or behavioral epilepsy was
rendered.
Discussion
This case was included because it meets
the criteria of the definition of epilepsy.
The neuronal discharge was occurring only
in a localized part of the brain, the hy-
pothalamus. It did not become generalized
and include the motor cortex, 'so no pat-
tern of muscle involven1ent or loss of con-
sciousness was seen.
General Discussion
The previously mentioned cases are by
no means presented to exhaust the various
causes of epilepsy but intended only to act
as guide lines for the types of questions
that should be asked.
Consideration must be given to the age,
breed, vaccination record and life style of
the animal. The presence and duration of
the preictal, ictal, post ictal and interictal
stages should be defined.
A search must be made for presence of
any interseizural 'neurological signs. Lat-
eralizing signs during the early stages of
the fit or between fits are very important.
If an old trauma is to be considered as
an etiology, the presence of a concussion
at that time may n1ake this information
relevant.
Once the veterinarian has recorded an
accurate and complete history, he is ready
to continue with the examination, but
without it, he may have already lost the
battle. Of all the tools he has at his dis-
posal, a good history is one of the most im-
portant.
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Salmonellosis: A Case Report
by
Linda Schlater *
Salmonella sp. is known to infect many
different species of animals. This paper
will describe a. case of Salmonellosis in a
conure. The term canure refers to birds
in several neotropical gel1era of the Psit-
tacine family found in South and Central
America.5
* Mrs. Schlater is a third year student in The College of
Veterinary Medicine at Iowa State University.
Issue No.1, 1975
The bird in this case was from a group
imported from Mexico to be used for re-
search at the National Animal Disease
Center, Ames, Iowa.4
O'ne bird of the group died of a peracute
septicemic disease, and tissue samples
yielded Salmonella serotype 1, 4, 12: i
monophasic.2
On l1ecropsy, the liver showed multi-
9
,Figure 1: Liver-multi-focal non-zonal areas of ne·
crosis.
focal nonzonal necrosis of hepatic cells
and congestion of the sinusoids. There
were necrotic areas in the spleen and en-
dophlebitis of splenic vessels. Coagula-
tive necrosis of the glomeruli was also ev-
ident. There was no extensive enteritis, as
only a few focal areas of necrosis were
found in the small intestine. These le-
sions are similar to those found in domes-
tic poultry that died of septicemic Salmo-
nellosis.4 ,6
Salmonellosis has been observed in psit-
tacine birds and does not appear to be fre·
quent or contagious. One study showed
only 5 cases in a survey of 505 imported
birds. 1 ,6
I have found no reports of Salmonellosis
transmitted to humans from pet psittacine
birds or from working with these birds in
research. 3
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